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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Martinoli in view of Atwell, Jr. Martinoli shows a disk wheel, wherein the rim 12 
includes inboard and outboard bead seats with a bead hump and radially outwardly 
extending flanges 17-18. A single ring-like element 22k (see Figure 14) extends 
circumferentially around the wheel, and may be provided on a portion of the bead seat 
located between the hump and the flange of the rim 12 (in this case ring element 22k 
would be substituted for rib 22 shown in Figure 4). The ring-like element 22k protrudes 
inwardly from the radially inner surface of the rim 12, and could be the only ring-like 
element provided thereon (see column 2, lines 61-65). The wheel is formed of 
magnesium or aluminum or another lightweight metal. As shown in Figure 4, the 
surfaces of the ring-like element 22 (and specifically portion 23) are co-planar with the 
surfaces of the rim flange 17. The co-planar surface is generally orthogonal to the 
central rotational axis of the wheel. 

Martinoli does not specify that the cross-sectional area of the ring element 22k is 
0.1-0.4 times larger than the cross-sectional area of the thickness of the rim flange plus 
the width-wise length of the bead seat multiplied by the thickness of the rim adjacent the 
hump. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to form the ring-like element of Martinoli with a thickness sufficient to 
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prevent the weight 21f from being dislodged during operation, and to serve as a 
reinforcing rib to distribute forces imparted on the rim. 

Martinoli does not show the ring-like element being located at the inboard bead 
seat of the rim 1 2. Atwell, Jr. teaches the use of a ring-like element 20 located at the 
inboard bead seat of a wheel 10. Therefore, from this teaching, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to form the ring-like 
element of Martinoli at the inboard bead seat area of the rim, for the purpose of 
increasing the aesthetic appearance of the wheel by moving balance weight from the 
exterior surface of the wheel, and further to protect the balance weight from damage 
and/or removal in the event of contact with an obstacle such as a curb. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Atwell, 
Jr. In Figures 4 and 4A, Atwell, Jr. shows a disk wheel 10 with a rim 16 located at the 
peripheral edge of the disk 14. The rim 16 includes inboard and outboard bead seats 
with a protruding hump and radially outwardly extending flanges. A ring-like element 18 
circumferentially extends from the rim 16, and is located between the hump and inboard 
rim flange. The inboard annular rim flange includes an inboard facing surface that is 
generally co-planar with an inboard facing surface of the ring-like element 18. The ring- 
like element 18 is only provided on the inboard bead seat portion. 

Atwell, Jr. does not specify that the cross-sectional area of the element 18 is 0.1- 
0.4 times larger than the cross-sectional area of the thickness of the rim flange plus the 
width-wise length of the bead seat multiplied by the thickness of the rim adjacent the 
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hump. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to form the ring-like element of Atwell, Jr. with a thickness sufficient to prevent 
the weight 26 from being dislodged during operation, and to serve as a reinforcing rib to 
distribute forces imparted on the rim. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 8-13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 20 June 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Atwell, Jr. does not show the inboard annular 
flange including a radially extending inboard facing surface that is generally co-planar 
with a radially extending inboard facing surface of the ring-like element. However, both 
the flange and the ring-like element 20 of Atwell, Jr. include radially extending, inboard 
facing surfaces which are "generally co-planar" with each other. The fact that the flange 
and ring-like element 20 extend at an angle to each other does not mean that they are 
not "generally" extending in a common plane. To be considered co-planar, two elements 
must have at least one point on each element that falls within a common plane. Atwell, 
Jr. meets this limitation. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Jason R. Bellinger whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6680. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs (9:00-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason R Bellinger/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 



